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Effects of Sediment Reduction by Vegetation Restoration on the L oess Plateau

LIAN Zherrlong', LIU Pwling' , CHEN Cui-hong’ , JU Tong-jun', SHEN Zherrzhou'
(1. Institute of Soil and Water Conservation, Chinese Academy of Sciences and Ministry of Water Resources, Yangling

712100, China; 2. The Management Project Of fice of Yanhe Basinin Yan' an City, Yan' an, Shaanxi 716000, China)

Abgtract : Through the analys s of observed data of natural and smulated rainfallsin recent yearsin Yan gou
watershed, Yan’ an City, it is concluded that annually averaged sediment yield decreases by more than 80 %
in comparison with the case before control. Among the factors causing decreased sediment yield, the contri-
bution by rainfall makes up about 30 %, while the contribution by the soil and water conservation measures
dominated by vegetation construction, about 70 %. The result proves the importance of vegetation restora
tion in comprehensve watershed management measures.
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