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Hisory of Soil Erosion Evolution in China

FANG Xiuqg , ZHANG Wen-bo , WEI Benryong, HU Ling
(School of Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abgtract : Chinaisone of the countries suffering from the severest il erosonin the world. Evolution of soil
eroson in China has been related to the accelerated eroson resulting from human activities for its long term
agricultural history and large population. In view of the spatial and temporal variations of il eroson and ac-
cording to the three periods of Chinese agricultural development (primitive, traditional , and modern agricul-
ture periods) , this paper divides the history of soil erosonin Chinainto five stages. The first stage wasin
the primitive agriculture period and characterized mainly by natural erosion. The second to fourth stagesin
which the man-made accelerated eroson occurred and expanded were in the traditional agriculture period.
Thefifth stage occurs in the modern agriculture period, in which the soil erosion is even serious, but the
effect of soil erosion control has emerged recently. However , some new problems of soil erosion are appea
ring because of the rapid development of economy , accelerating urbanization, tremendous constructions, and
the enlarging exploitation of mineral resources. How to balance economical development and environmental
protection will still be the key issue in the future.
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