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Investment in Soil and Water Conservation and Its Impacts on
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Abstract : Northwest Chinais one of the areas with the severest il eroson and poverty in China. Chinese
government hasinitiated a series of projects and invested large amounts of fundsin soil eroson control in the
region. Based on the investigation datafrom 1986 to 2005, sources and uses of theinvestment in il and war
ter conservation (SWC) , itsimpactson rural industrial structure and poverty alleviation were analyzed. Re-
sults showed a significant increase of the investment in SWC. Chinese government invested morethan 5.5
billion RMB and farmer investment accounted for 67 % of the total. Theinvestment in SWC played an i mpor-
tant role inimprovements of ecological environment and economic conditions. The area of fruit treeincreased
very quickly and the percentage of fruit tree increased from 8. 2% to 20. 1 %. SWC measures greatly inr
proved regional economic conditions. The total agricultural value from SWC increased 70. 2 billion RMB
and the net income per peasant increased 1 894.2 RMB.
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1986 —990 65.6 18.1 5.4 1.5 110.4  30.5 71.0 19.6 31.4 8.7 78.7 21.7
1991 —995 82.9 21.5 6.0 1.6 106.1 27.6 65.5 17.0 53.3 13.8 71.3 18.5
1996 —2000 91.4 20.4 5.4 1.2 131.8 29.4 79.0 17.6 65.1 14.5 75.9 16.9
2001 —2005 69.6 17.1 2.1 0.5 107.2 26.4 76.5 18.8 71.5 17.6 79.7 19.6
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10® kg 10® kg 10% kg 10° kg 10* m? 10° kg 10
1986 —1990 11 15 38 18 190 29 17
1991 —1995 14 19 38 48 318 43 161
1996 —2000 15 20 47 59 396 46 252
2001 —2005 11 14 43 64 322 48 271
52 68 166 189 1226 165 702
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