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Ecological Frangibility and Its Formation Cause of Important Water-supply
Ecological Function Area of Yellow River in South Gansu Province

WEI Jinping, L1 Ping
(Gansu Institute of Forestry Investigation and Designing, Lanzhou, Gansu 730020, China)

Abstract : The important water-supply ecological function area of Yellow River in South Gansu is located
along the northeast edge of Qinghai —Tibet Plateau. It has the total area of 3 057 000 hm’ and is a sensitive
change zone of ecological environment in arid territory. The Maqu wetland , once honored as' the reservoir of
the Yellow River” , tends to be dry up and its ecological environment becomes very fragile. Based on the
present ecological stuation and the distribution of natural pasture, an appraisal system of ecological frangibil-
ity in the areais established by usng the related ecological fragility appraisal method and analyzing the mead-
ow ecological environment. The ecological function area can be classfied as a medium or serious fragile re-
gion. Finally, the causesof ecological fragility are analyzed. It isexpected that the study may provide a refer-
ence to ecological environment protection.

Keywor ds: important water-supply ecol ogical function area of Yellow River in South Gansu Province; ecoenvi-

ronmental frangibility; rainfall ; air temperature
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