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Status and Prevention Measures of Land Desertification of
Chaidamu Basin in Qinghai Province
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(1. College of Resources and Environment, Shaanxi University of Science and Technology,
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Abstract: This study was based on dynamic measurement of deserted land in Chaidamu Basin, Qinghai Prov-
ince, from 1959 to 2004. Results showed that the area of deserted land in the basin increased from 5 800 000
hm?in 1959 to 10 254 000 hm” in 1994, with an increased percentage of 2.13% per year on average. With the
implementation of forest policies, the area of deserted land in the basin descended from 10 254 000 hm” in
1994 to 9495 000 hm” in 2004, with a yearly-dropping percentage of 0. 67%. The trend of desertification is
still aggravated in some regions. The main factors for the expansion of deserted land were studied as well.
Finally, some prevention countermeasures were proposed on the basis of the above study and analysis.
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1 1959—2004 10* hm?
1959 20. 3 31.1 60. 6 88.0 380.0 580. 0 33.3 613.3
1977 90. 2 82.1 71. 8 88.0 440.0 772. 1 51.7 823.8
1986 64. 3 45.8 76. 4 215.5 447.4 849. 4 66.6 916.0
1994 153.8 116.9 91. 6 204.5 458.7 1025. 4 85.5 1110.9
2000 104.8 90. 6 66. 8 337.4 406.3 1 005.9 90. 4 1096.3
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1977—1986 77.3 10 1. 00 1959— 1986 269. 4 28 1.66
1986— 1994 176.0 9 2. 30 1959— 1994 445. 4 36 2.13
1994—2000 —19.5 7 —0.27 1959—2000 425. 9 4?2 1.75
2000—2004 —56.4 5 — 1. 12 1959—2004 369. 5 46 1.38
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1977 178.2 23.1 522. 1 67. 6 71. 8 9.3 90. 7 772. 1 30.9
1986 279.8 32.9 493, 2 58. 1 76. 4 9.0 91.0 849. 4 34. 0
1994 358.3 34.9 575. 6 56. 1 91. 6 8.9 91. 1 1 025. 4 41.0
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