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Effects of Land Use Patterns on Soil Moisture in Semiarid Loess Region
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(1. Gansu Agricultural University » Lanzhou, Gansu 730070, China;
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Abstract: In the semiarid loess hilly region, the condition of soil moisture under different land use patterns is
of importance to agricultural production, vegetation restoration and rational land use. Results from the
analysis of soil moisture data under different land use patterns in Sunjiacha watershed show that soil water
content on the north-facing slope was higher than the south-facing slope. Soil moisture contents at different
depths in the enclosed land of the hill top zone were higher than farmland. The average moisture content in
farmland of the gentle slope zone(<(15°) was higher than the abandoned field. Soil moisture content of sur-
face layer(0—80 cm) in shrub land was higher than the abandoned field, but of the deeper layer (80—180
cm), was lower than barren slope. The average soil water content in pine woodland was higher than apricot
forest. These indicated that in the semiarid loess hilly region, terrace’s water conservation benefit is the
best; apricot forest has higher water consumption than pine woodland and thus, is not suitable for the large
scale planting without irrigation conditions; Caragana microphylla can significantly improve surface soil
water status and sufficiently use the deeper soil moisture; and in the gentle slope zone, planting crops can
enhance soil moisture better than the abandonment.
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4 ,
o ) ( .
2
/cm /% /% /% /% /%
0—20 12.222 4. 289 35.095 11.91 10.934
20—40 10. 007 3.255 32.526 9.372 8. 245
40—60 7.982 1. 877 23.513 7.590 5.749
60—380 7.509 1.623 21.621 6.490 3.907
1 80—100 7.373 1. 292 17.526 6. 941 3.791
( ) 100—120 7.383 0.909 12. 317 7.467 2.826
120—140 7.653 0.770 10. 057 7.588 2.438
140—160 7.959 0.914 11. 488 7.855 3.408
160—180 8.227 0. 848 10. 305 7.965 2.897
8.479 1.753 19. 383 8.131 4.911
0—20 14. 258 2.518 17. 662 13. 868 8.113
20—40 14. 659 2. 454 16. 293 14. 940 9.636
40—60 13.699 2.427 17.717 14.116 8.130
60—80 12. 404 2.829 22.809 12. 824 9.661
2 80—100 12. 587 4,376 34.768 11. 049 15.693
( ) 100—120 11.142 1.598 14. 346 11.296 4. 856
120—140 10. 981 1. 142 10. 397 11.077 3.403
140—160 10. 539 1.276 12. 111 10. 760 4. 670
160—180 11.534 1. 560 13.527 11. 391 6. 044
12. 423 2.242 17.737 12. 369 7.801
/cm /% /% /% /% /%
0—20 13. 884 3.05 21.967 14.126 7.229
20—40 13. 38 3.171 23.701 13.704 7.642
40—60 12. 896 3. 142 24. 367 12. 86 7.585
60—80 12.509 2.980 23.824 12. 332 7.291
4 80—100 12. 313 2.776 22.548 12.029 6.803
( ) 100—120 12. 317 2.757 22.383 11. 842 6. 760
120—140 12. 344 2.702 21. 888 11.722 6.571
140—160 12. 363 2.628 21.258 11. 656 6.369
160—180 12. 367 2.553 20. 646 11. 607 6.150
12.708 2.862 22.509 12. 431 6.933
0—20 15. 504 4.079 26.311 17. 418 9.781
20—40 14.759 3.842 26.027 16. 036 9.821
40—60 14.026 3.599 25.657 14.755 9.485
60—80 13.475 3.382 25.096 13. 850 8. 987
80—100 13.121 3.127 23.830 13.273 8.302
’ 100—120 12. 900 2.894 22.430 12.913 7.656
120—140 12. 757 2.684 21.038 12.670 7.080
140—160 12. 651 2.507 19. 818 12. 481 6.577
160—180 12.593 2.341 18. 592 12. 346 6.115
13.532 3.162 23. 200 13.971 8.200
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4
/em /% /% /% /% /%
0—20 12.341 3.239 21.731 17. 446 11.414
20—40 12.153 1,922 9. 422 16. 794 5.637
40—60 12.016 2. 265 10.711 15. 353 6.939
60—80 11.918 2.119 11.775 14. 305 6.726
3 80—100 11. 853 1. 785 10. 905 10. 853 1.828
( ) 100—120 11. 234 1.332 10. 325 11. 001 4. 068
120—140 10. 854 1. 460 12.995 11. 359 4.008
140—160 10. 644 1.218 9.979 10. 256 3.149
160180 10. 434 1.102 7.871 10. 104 2. 950
11. 494 1.827 11. 746 13.052 5.524
0—20 12.413 4.555 36. 696 12. 624 11.272
20—40 9.302 1.720 18. 491 8.710 5.731
40—60 7.832 0. 469 5. 984 7.745 1.894
60—80 6.973 0.510 7.318 6.916 1.953
80—100 6.127 0. 466 7. 600 6.149 1.758
1 100—120 5. 869 0.243 4.148 5.877 0. 840
120—140 5.95 0. 547 9.196 5.709 1,742
140—160 5.798 0.243 4.198 5.835 0. 706
160—180 6.122 0.4 6.536 6.027 1.495
7.376 1.017 11.130 7.288 3.043
( ) . 5 . (0—80
15°~25° cm) , (80—180 cm)
o o 2 .
~ [1.3] ’ [}
b o
5
/em /% /% /% /% /%
0—20 14. 702 4.738 32.226 13.28 11.916
20—40 10. 891 2. 866 26. 32 9.897 10. 145
40—60 8. 764 1.188 13.554 8. 638 3.819
60—80 7.373 0.556 7.541 7.162 1.813
1 80—100 6.856 0. 419 6.111 6.875 1.171
( ) 100—120 7.212 1. 848 25. 632 6.556 6.556
120—140 6.661 0.506 7.594 6. 486 1.52
140—160 5. 830 2.023 34.705 6. 604 7.143
160—180 6. 745 0.520 7.705 6.538 1.709
8. 337 1.629 17.932 8. 004 5.088
0—20 12.274 4.122 33.579 11.102 11. 350
20—40 9.491 2. 288 24,109 8.541 6.797
40—60 7.789 0.88 11. 293 7.365 3.053
60—80 7.198 0.581 8. 067 7.235 2.100
80—100 7.083 0.785 11. 087 6.879 2. 249
2 100—120 6. 834 0. 504 7.379 6. 650 1.687
120—140 7.071 0. 832 11. 766 6.762 2.906
140160 7.574 2. 084 27.513 6.836 7. 240
160—180 7.457 2. 741 36. 756 6. 637 9.389
8.086 1.646 19. 061 7.556 5.197
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3.5 N
b b
(0—20 cm) , o
6
/cm /% /% /% /% /%
0—20 13. 965 3.471 24. 855 13.811 9. 483
20—40 8.732 1. 046 11.982 8.163 2.939
40—60 7.173 0.501 6. 980 7.168 1.725
60—80 6.732 0.778 11.553 6.897 1. 959
80—100 6.529 0.423 6.476 6.591 1.502
( 100—120 6.957 0. 255 3. 671 7.026 0.803
120—140 6.546 0.834 12.743 6. 859 2.134
140—160 6.939 0. 449 6.477 6.705 1.224
160—180 6. 879 0.523 7.608 6.932 1.633
7.828 0.920 10. 261 7.795 2. 600
0—20 11.836 4,867 41,121 13. 316 14. 945
20—40 7.102 1.368 19. 270 7.146 4,336
40—60 5. 477 0.610 11. 145 5. 339 2.234
60—80 5.427 0.398 7.332 5.325 1.202
80—100 5. 585 0.458 8.198 5. 464 1. 635
( 100—120 5. 629 0.567 10.079 5. 681 2.09
120—140 5.570 0.742 13.315 5.331 2.514
140—160 5. 404 0. 205 3. 800 5.457 0.701
160—180 5. 309 0.236 4,436 5. 364 0.792
6.371 1. 050 13.188 6.491 3. 383
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