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Importance Evaluation of Soil and Water Conservation

Function in Jiangsu Province
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Abstract; [ Objective | The importance of soil and water conservation function was evaluated in order to pro-
vide references for reasonable function division and measures of soil and water conservation in Jiangsu Prov-
ince. [ Methods] According to the characteristics of natural environment, social economy, land use and soil
erosion in Jiangsu Province, the importance of soil and water conservation function and its spatial distribution
were comprehensively evaluated. Four soil and water conservation functions including soil conservation,
farmland protection, water quality maintenance and living environment maintenance was selected. [ Results |
The importance of soil and water conservation function in Jiangsu Province was at a higher level. The func-
tion area of utmost and moderate importance accounted for 42. 10% and 46. 44 % of the total area, respective-
ly. The main soil and water conservation functions were soil conservation and farmland protection in the
northern of Jiangsu Province, farmland protection and water quality maintenance in the central, and water
quality maintenance and living environment maintenance were in the southern of Jiangsu Province. [ Conclusion] The
evaluation results revealed the importance of soil and water conservation function and its spatial distribution.

Keywords: soil and water conservation function; soil conservation; farmland protection; water quality mainte-

nance; living environment maintenance; Jiangsu Province
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