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An Ecological Agricultural Model and Its Benefit in Mountain
Areas in Southern Jiangxi Province

FU Chun'?, WEI Qun', XU Yang-min*
(1. water Resources Dept, Nanchang University, Nanchang 330029, Jiangxi Province, China;
2. Management Science and Engineering Dept, Nanchang University, Nanchang 330047, Jiangxi Province, China;)

Abgtract : Inthe 1980s, the intensve and irrational use and development of natura resourcesin the mountain areas
in uth Jiangxi Province caused serious water loss and il eroson. Some farming lands were desertified. The ero-
son resulted in ecological deterioration, which led to increased poverty in rura areas. The increased poverty, in
turn, exacerbated ecological deterioration. The MRL Project was implemented in Jiangxi Province in the 1980s.
The project involved selection of a typical watershed in the mountain region as an experimentation and demonstra-
tion area in which to carry out ecological agricultural modelling. The principle® harnesing the mountain should
harness the poverty” was proposed. The* plant trees up the hills, plant fruit in the middle of hills, stockbreed
down the hills and integrate planting and stockbreeding” modd , the’ pig-biogasfruit” eco-agriculture modd , the

courtyard economy” model and the' feuda economy” model were popularized and vigoroudy developed throughout
the basn. Thisintegrated watershed development model for mountain areas gppears to be the most effective way to
develop the economy in outhern Jiangxi Province. The project d < presents a good example for the sustainable de-

velopment of natura resources and ecological protection in mountain areasin the south of China.
Keywor ds: ecological agricultural model ; ecological and economic benefit; southern Jiangxi Province
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