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A Rural Household Survey on Living Security of Farmers After Grain for
Green Project in Wugi County
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Abstract : The Grainfor Green Project (GGP) is a very important program to convert the sope farmland to
forest or grasdand, which is the best approach to reduce soil eroson. The farmers living security is a key
issuein the project. A rural household survey was made for 59 familiesin Wugi County, Shaanxi Province,
where the GGP was started in 1999. Results showed that the GGP had a little effect on improving farmers’
economic income structure and the subsdy from GGP was an important source for the families income. The
tuition and medical fees were the main payouts of the family, which led to 2/ 3 of the familiesin debt. Asa
result , local governments have to pay much attention to maintain the farmers living when the subsdy from
GGP will be terminated 8 years ater the project started. Suggestions should be focused on how to raise the
incomes and reduce the payouts of family as the subsdy continues. On the other hand, governments should
implement the eco-compensation policy to facilitate the farmersin the GGP area.
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