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Watershed of North Shaanxi Loess Plateau

LI Shexin, LI Zhan-bin, ZHANG Xiao-xia
(Key Lab of Northwest Water Resources and Environment Ecology of
MOE, Xi’an University of Technology, Xi’an, Shaanxi 710048, China)

Abstract: The distribution characteristics of available copper in Wangmao gully watershed of Northern

Shaanxi Province were investigated using a stratified sampling method. In the studied watershed, the mean

value of available copper was higher than the critical value in the loess area. Effective soil copper was found

high in slope areas of gullies and low in slope areas of mounds. In terms of slope aspects, the sequence of

effective soil copper was semi-sunny slope™sunny slope™> semi-shaded slope>>shaded slope. The strongest

correlation between effective soil copper and soil organic matter was identified in the soil layer of 20—30 cm.

The research provides solid evidences for studies regarding the distribution of soil trace elements in Loess

Plateau region.
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