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Farmers' Perceptions of Rangeland Enclosure Policy and Influencing Factors

ZHAO Yu-Jie', ZHANG Yu-Qing', WU Bing', QIN Shu-gao', SHI Hui-shu®’, ZHAO Jin-hong’
(1. Beijing Forestry University, College of Water and Soil Conservation, Yanchi Research Station, Beijing,
100083, China; 2.Yanchi Forestry and Environmengtal Protection Bureau, Yanchi , Ningxia, 751500, China)

Abstract: Using questionnaires, this study analyzed the farmers’ attitudes and responses towards the range-
land enclosure policy(REP). The results show that 92. 4% of the interviewees believed that a significant
achievement has been made ever since the new policy went into effect. Meanwhile about 78. 0% of the inter-
viewees supported the policy. However, a large proportion(42. 6 %) of the interviewees felt that their liveli-
hoods had been adversely affected by the REP. Furthermore, 81. 8% of the interviewees admitted that the
illegal activities like grazing at night still exist. The study found that the immediate interests of vulnerable
groups(low lever education, low lever income, harsh living condition, elders and women, etc. ) were largely
ignored, which turned out as the main problem of the deployment of REP. Consequently, we proposed that
full attention should be paid to the residents’ basic living and developing rights. At the same time, for the
sake of the comprehensive development of the ecology, economy and society, the local government must
develop industries with local advantages.

Keywords: range enclosure policy; questionnaire; demographic variables; sustainable development
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